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Filing Date: 



02/04/2004 



Applicant: 



Hiroaki Hosokawa 



Group Art Unit: 



3753 



Examiner: 



Ljiljana V. Ciric 



Title: 
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Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



In response to the Office Action mailed August 14. 2006, Paper No./Mail Date 
20060807 . please consider the following. 

The Examiner has required restriction to one of the following inventions under 35 
U.S.C. § 121: 



I. Claims 1-5, drawn to a system including an engine, a heater, and a 
heater pipe disposed therebetween, classified in class 165, 
subclass 51. 



II. Claims 6-14, drawn to a heater pipe, classified in class 285, 
subclass 41. 

Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. Upon receiving the restriction 
requirement, it was noticed that it was identical to the restriction requirement issued for 
U.S. Patent Application No. 10/755,961. Because of this, Applicant's representative 
contacted Examiner Ciric on August 17, 2006 to discuss the issue. She apologized for 
the confusion and indicated that she would void out the restriction requirement and send 
out a corrected Office Action for the above referenced U.S. patent application. To date 
we have not received a new Office Action. Therefore, Applicant respectfully traverses 
this rejection since it is not believed that this restriction requirement belongs in this 
application. 

Applicant has not made an election because it is not possible. The above 
referenced patent application includes ten claims directed to a piping structure of a 
refrigerant cycle system and not a heater pipe as listed in the election requirement. 
This response is being filed to timely respond to the Office Action to avoid any extension 
of time fees required to resolve this issue. 

CONCLUSION 

It is believed that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding 
Office Action, and as such, the present application is in condition for allowance. Thus, 
prompt and favorable consideration of this Response is respectfully requested. If the 
Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this 
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application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: September 14. 2006 
Harness, Dickey & Pierce, p.l.c. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48303 
(248)641-1600 
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